
Artists participating in Chicago - Lucerne Residency

2007  Rose Camastro Pritchett (Performance Art Artist)
2008  Paul Giallorenzo and Lou Mallozzi (Musicians)
2009  Diane Wawrejko (Dance)
2010  Cecil McDonald (Photographer)
2011  Petra Bachmaier 
   Sean Gallero (Video Installations)
2012  Mischa Zupko and Amos Gillespie (Composers/Musicians)
2013  Mary Ellen Croteau (Multimedia Artist) 
2014  Ayako Kato (Dance)
2015  Jeff Baraka (Filmmaker)
2016  Carron Little (Interdisciplinary Art) 
2017  Serene Wise (Painter) 
2018  Rene Arceo (Print Maker)
2022  Nelson Armour (Photographer)
   Kathy Weaver (Painter)
2023  Jeff Zimmerman (Muralist)

Serene Wise, how to pivot 90° (11 in series), 24” x 
30”, oil on canvas on Masonite, 2018.

Chicago - Lucerne 
Artist’s Residency

Serene Wise

Serene Wise, Manquettes displayed in Yellow 
House, (Gelbes Haus), Lucerne, 2017.

Rose Camastro Prichett packs a bag every year to live abroad, to 
make art, to exhibit, to teach, to write. She has been doing this for over 

forty years. Sometimes for a month, once 
for five years.  It’s how she lives: absorbing 
the culture, learning the language, making 
friends, living off the economy. Ten years 
ago, Rose moved to Evanston, IL. She and 
her husband David live in the upstairs flat of 
her cousin’s home, two doors away from the 
house where she grew up.  Some say that 
she has gone full circle. Rose disagrees. 
She has received awards, grants and 
residencies for her work, including a work-
in-progress performance for the Museum 
of Contemporary Art Chicago. 

Rose Camastro Pritchett

The Chicago - Lucerne Artist’s Residency was established by Chicago Sister Cities International and the Swiss 
Benevolent Society of Chicago in 2007.  Over the last sixteen years, eighteen Chicago area artists have participated 
in three to eight-week residencies, where they had opportunities to immerse themselves in the vibrant arts scene 
in Lucerne.

The genesis of this project was the Artist’s Atelier, which the Lucerne Sister City Committee established in 2001.  
Over sixty artists from Lucerne have lived and worked in Chicago in the project’s Atelier on North Damen Avenue 
since the start of the program.  The artists spend four months in residency and are free to use their time to explore 
the city as they continue to work on their own projects. 

Since 1960, Chicago Sister Cities International has supported an ever growing number of Sister City partnerships.  
The agreement with Lucerne was signed on September 10, 1998. Participation in Chicago Sister Cities International 
advances Chicago as a global city and promotes peace through mutual respect, understanding, and cooperation 
through citizen diplomacy – one individual and one community at a time – for the benefit of Chicago and its sister 
cities.

Rene Arceo

Serine Wise presents her work 
how to pivot 90° at the Art 
Center in Highland Park, 2019.
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During her residency in Lucerne, Rose collaborated with Claudia 
Bucher (2005/2006 Chicago Artist’s Atelier) and had a gallery 
exhibit of their collaborative work and co-taught performance art 
workshops in Waldkirch, Germany, where they also staged a new 
performance-art piece at the theater.  

Rose was a driving force behind the creation of the Chicago-Lucerne 
Artist’s Residency, having lived in the apartment about the Atelier 
on North Damen.  During those three years she had a glorious time 
getting to know the visual artists, musicians and performance-art 
artists.  
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Rose Camastro Pritchett & Claudia Bucher, Will it make a 
difference?, Waldkirch Theater, Waldkirch, Germany, 2007. 
Photography by Rob Nienburg. Music by Christian Bucher.

Max Bill (1908-1994) was a Swiss polymath: an 
artist, architect, industrial designer, graphic designer 
and teacher. He attended the Bauhaus where he was 
taught by Josef Albers, László Moholy-Nagy, Paul 
Klee, Wassily Kandinsky and Oskar Schlemmer. Bill 
remained closely associated with the Bauhaus School 
and was a key figure in developing and propagating 
its principles, especially through his professorship at 
the Kunstgewerbeschule Zürich and as a founder of 
the Ulm School of Design. 
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Scan QR code to view Rene 
Arceo’s website: Arceo Press
https://arceopress.com

Scan QR code to view Rose Cam-
astro Pritchett’s website. 
https://rosecamastropritchett.com/

Scan QR code to view Serene 
Wise’s website.
https://www.serenewise.com/

Serene Wise, a painter, studied art and design at the School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago and the University of Michigan. 

She is a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison (B.A.), the 
University of Chicago (M.A.) and 
the University of Michigan (M.U.P., 
Taubman College of Architecture and 
Urban Planning). 

During her residency, Serene 
researched Konkrete Kunst (Concrete 
Art) and two of its principal practitioners, 

the Swiss Max Bill and Richard Paul Lohse.  She met with 
Max Bill’s son Jakob and Richard Lohse’s daughter Johanna 
as well as with Heinz Stahlhut, chief curator at the Kunst 
Museum Luzern. While in Lucerne, she began a new series, 
how to pivot 90°.  She created maquettes in collage form and 
these were exhibited in the Gelbes Haus.  Upon her return to 
Chicago, she used these preliminary studies for an eleven-
piece series of paintings, likewise entitled how to pivot 90°.

During his residency in 2018, Rene Arceo explored Lucerne by 
foot and by boat. One of the striking aspects of the city was its 
architecture and landscape, thus inspiring the creation of a set 
of 14 linocuts upon returning to Chicago. This portfolio includes 
the prominent mountains that surround Lucerne, night scenes, 
views from the local castle perched on top of the mountain, 
cupolas and steeples, and street scenes. Images are 4” x 6” 
printed on 8 ½” x 11” paper.

Rene  Arceo took early retirement from the Chicago Public 
Schools to pursue his dream of 
continuing in the long line of Mexican 
artists who excel in printmaking. He 
has a collaborative place called Arceo 
Press where he publishes limited 
edition print portfolios with artists 
from not only the U.S., but also from 
Mexico, Costa Rica, Canada, Puerto 
Rico, France and he also works with 
Ecuadorian, Argentinian, Nicaraguan, 
Dominican and Haitian artists living in 
the U.S..  Since 2005 he is building 
bridges by fostering international 
collaboration among printmakers living 

in different countries. Artists work together on specific themes 
and create exhibition opportunities by presenting each set of 
prints in each city and country where participants reside.

Drawing on his rich printmaking tradition, Rene Arceo has forged 
an approach to making prints with his own identity. He uses art 
to explore humanity, seeking the essence of life, of living, of 
being and of the inner self in relationship to one another and the 
environment. This evocative humanity is represented through 
figurative elements including portraits of friends and family, 
masks, vegetation and the land. From depicting calaveras – the 
skulls seen in the Day of the Dead celebration – to pursuing 
themes of social justice, Rene Arceo is the 
heir apparent to an enduring tradition.


