
Hop Swiss - Immigrant Contributions to
Chicago:  Andrew & Conrad Sulzer

Once upon a time, a very long time 
ago, and that would be in the year 612, 
a group of Irish monks were making a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land when one of 
the group, Gallus, fell ill and remained in 
Switzerland while his brothers continued 
on to their destination.

During its 150th Anniversary Year, the Swiss Benevolent Society of Chicago celebrates Swiss contributions to the development of Chicago and the Midwest. References 
to the brothers Andrew & Conrad Sulzer led to the Conrad Sulzer Regional Library which contains the Sulzer family archives.   Andrew and Conrad Sulzer immigrated to 
the United States in 1833 and were especially attracted by the opportunities offered in the interior of the country. Andrew established the first commercial brewery in the 
city (1833, 1834 or 1835). Conrad purchased land and put down roots in the town of Lake View which was annexed to the city in 1889.  The history of beer brewing led our 
research back to Switzerland and another fascinating immigration story from the Middle Ages.
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                 Over the years, Gallus’   
                 solitary hermitage was 
                 transformed into a model 
                 monastery and became the 
foundation for the town of St. Gallen. 
Buildling on the learning and traditions of 
the Irish Benedictines, Gallus and fellow 
monks from Ireland transplanted many 
of the traditions that had been developed 
and maintained in Ireland since the 
arrival of Christianity on that island in the 
fifth century.

Monasteries were nearly self-sufficent 
and provided almost everything that was 
needed for the monks and their guests. 
It was a well-organized community 
with specialiezed tasks for monks and 
workers: farming, cooking, baking, 
washing, copying manuscripts and 
books, and of greatest importance for 
our story, brewing beer.

What began as a small and modest 
brewery at the St. Gallen monestery, 
expanded over time to become the first 
large-scale brewing operation in Europe. 
Spread over 40 buildings, it took more 
than one hundred monks and twice as 
many serfs, and an even larger number 
of pupils from the monastery school to 
tend the oat, wheat and barley fields and 
to run the breweries. It was this tradition 
of beer brewing that Andrew Sulzer 
brought to Chicago.

Andrew met the German brewer William Haas shortly after his arrival in Watertown/LeRay and they 
left for Chicago in late 1833 or early 1834, bringing by boat from New York “$3,000, a load of malt, one 
hundred and fifty barrels of ale and all the necessary equipment for construction of Chicago’s first full-scale 
commercial brewery.” When Andrew arrived, Fort Dearborn was still standing and there about 300 residents. 
The Haas and Sulzer brewery was highly successful and grew exponentially as Chicago established itself 
as a real city. By 1840, the newly incorporated city had a population 4,470, an almost 15 fold increase. 

In 1836, Andrew sold his share of the brewery to William Ogden 
and travelled to St. Louis where he died unexpectedly. Ogden was 
an indomitable entrepreneur, who invested in real estate, became 
known as the “Railroad King of the West” and served as the first 
Mayor of Chicago. While owned by Haas and Ogden, the brewery 
was called William Haas & Co. 

William Lill bought out Haas’ interest in 1839, and in 1841 Michael 
Diversey bought out Ogden’s interest in the company. Diversey 
was an immigrant from Alsace-Lorraine running a dairy out of the 
brewery prior to buying out Ogden’s interest in the company.  The 
brewery flourished from the 1840’s until 
the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.  The 
fire destroyed the brewery completely 
and the remains of the building could 
only be sold for rubble. 
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Conrad Sulzer - A new life in the United States

Andrew and Conrad Sulzer grew up under the watchful eyes of well respected parents in the small town of 
Bussnang (Thurgau). Their father was a Lutheran minister and with this background it was not surprising that 
the sons did well in school. Conrad finished pharmacy school in Winthertur and was encouraged to continue 
his studies. He ended up completing a two-year internship in an apothocary, working then five years which 
allowed him to save up money.  The brothers decided to try a new life in the United States and they traveled 
together, booking a cabin on the ship Manchester. They arrived in New York on April 22, 1833 (ages 25/30). 
They began their new lives in upstate Watertown (Conrad) and LeRay (Andrew) before heading for Chicago.

In its heyday, the Lill & Diversey Brewery could claim to be the 
largest brewery in the West.

A drawing of Chicago at Wolfs Point  in 1831 as 
remembered by early settler, Mrs. Juliette A. Kinzie.

 

Chicago in 1833 showing the continued 
presence of Native Americans.

The Chicago fire dealt a death blow 
to the brewery that was founded by 
Andrew Sulzer and William Has

Transcription
Andreas Sulzer, des Christoph Sulzer, Pfarrer zu Marthalen,
ehelicher nachgelassener Sohn, starb zu St Louis in nordamerikanischem Staat 
Missouri (laut Schein von Herrn Joseph Walsh, Notar, dat. (datiert) St. Louis 21 Oct. 1837)  18. Sept. (date of 
death)
mit 34 Jahr & 7 Monat
Translation
Andrew Sulzer died in St. Louis in the north American state of Missouri according to a document from Mr. 
Joseph Walsh, Notary, dated St. Louis, 21 October ([died] 18. Sept. 1837) aged 34 years and 7 months. He 
was the legitimate son of Christoph Sulzer who preceded him in death.
*An official record of Andrew’s death was entered in the death registry in Switzerland. 

Chicago Water Tower - Still a symbol 
of the vibrancy and the ability of 
Chicagoans to overcome hardships.

Sulzer homeMontrose

Ivring Park

D.W. Flower Map of Cook County from 1861. Indication of ownership by C. Sulzer, 
W.B. Ogden & S.S. DIversey. Graceland cemetery & Sulzer home also on map.

On July 10, 1984, the Chicago Public Library Board recognized the commitment of 
Conrad Sulzer to his community and voted to honor his accomplishments and memory 
by naming the new North Side Regional Library after him. 

Chicago Water Tower - In the months after the Great Chicago Fire of 
1871, Chicagoans could see the Water Tower and Pumping Station 
standing in contrast to the wooden buildings that had been reduced 
to ashes, the trees burnt and devoid of leaves and slowly locals 
beginning to slip into old routines.

Transcription
Chicago is now a large city with a harbour, which is 
constantly crowded with ships and steamboats and the city 
is destined to become on account of its position, the most 
important commercial city of the interior.

Conrad Sulzer
Letter to a Swiss Friend

Two manuscripts from the late middle ages, 
with one monk brewing beer and another 
tasting from a cask.

Pilgrims listening to their spiritual leader. 

Codex Sangallensis 51, Insular Gospel Book of St. 
Mark. An eighth century work that was either brought 
over from Ireland or copied by an Irish scribe in St. 
Gallen. The style is closely related to the illustration in 
the Book of Kells, further attesting to the transmission 
of culture from Ireland to Switzerland. 

Plan of St. Gallen monestery, 8th century, 
idealized.

Conrad Sulzer, shortly before his unexpected 
death in December, 1873, age 66.  

Conrad Sulzer was one of the 
first Europeans to settle in Lake 
View Township.  He arrived in 
1836 and succeeded in turning 
wilderness into a livestock farm 
and horticulture garden. He was 
very involved in politics and 
served as collector of  Ridgeville 
Township and assessor of Lake 
View Township.  A significant 
portion of his acreage was used 
to create Graceland cemetery, a 
resting place for many prominent 
Chicagoans.  

The Swiss Benevolent Society 
of Chicago dedicates its 
Hop Swiss beer to Andrew & 
Conrad Sulzer and all of the 
many Swiss who contributed 
to the development of the City 
of Chicago and the Midwest.

Transcription of affidavit by A. Sulzer
State of New York - Jefferson County
Andrew Sulzer of the town of LeRay in the 
County of Jefferson being duly sworn before me 
Isaac H Bronson a Superior Court  Commissioner 
deposes and says that he is a resident of the 
State of New York and intends always to reside 
in the United States and become a citizen 
there of as soon as he can be naturalized and 
that he had taken such incipient measures as the 
Laws of the United States require to enable him 
to obtain naturalization.                            Andrew 


